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the convex surface marked by many hard prominences and a
median ridge continued from the base to form a prominent
apical crest, and thence passing a short way clown the inner
face and ending abruptly; on each side, also, a deep groove
separates the apical crest from a sharp process, whence one or
more ridges run downwards. Seed with a light brown testa.
habitat.—Rodriguez,   abundant over the island.
cultivation in india.—This palm is of slow growth in the
Indian climate, but bears full exposure well.
Uses.—Of the beautifully marked wood walking sticks are
made.
3.    BOItASSUS LINN. GEN. NAT. 1220.
(From the Greek 'Borassus,' the cover surrounding the palm-
fruit; 'Bora/ food for animals; according to Brande 'Borassus'
means the skin of the date, whilst Hamilton states that it means
the spathe common to most palms.)
Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 219, 318, tab. 108, 121, 162;
Ga3rtn. Fruet. I, 21, t. 8; Kunth Enum. PL 221; Lam. 111. t. 898;
Brandis For. Fl. 544; Roxb. Cor. PI. J, t. 71, 72; Griff. Notul.
Ill, 167; Kurz For. Fl. II, 531; Drude Bot. Zeitg. (1887) 635, t.
5, f. 6-9; Benth. & Hook. Gen. PI. Ill, 939; Engler & Prantl
Nat. Pflanzenf. I, 39-40 cum ic. xyl.; Baill. Hist. PI. XIII, 255, f.
202-204, 322; Luers. Bot. II, 338; Hook. f. Fl. Brit. Ind. VI, 481;
Blatter Palms Brit. Ind. in Journ. B. N. H. S. (1912) 929, t.
XXXVIII, XXXIX; Becc. in Martelli Webbia IV (1913) 294, fig.
32-42; Palme del Madag. 55, t. 50; Bece. (cur. Martelli) Palme
della Tribu Borasseae (1924) 2.
Very tall dioecious palms; trunk stout, unarmed. Leaves
terminal, fan-shaped, plieately multifid, sides of lobes induplicate
in vernation; petiole spinous; ligule short. Spadix very large,
interfoliar, simply branched; peduncle sheathed with open
spathes, male with stout cylindric branches that are densely
clothed with closely imbricating bracts, enclosing spikelets of
flowers, which hence appear as if sunk in cavities of the branch;
female spadix sparingly branched, bearing a few scattered solitary
flowers. Male flowers biseriate in small scorpioid spikelets
enclosed in the bracts, secund; perianth glumaceous; sepals and
petals 3 each, imbricate; stamens 6, pistillode of 3 bristles.

